SCAN

Santa Cruz Archers Newsletter June 09

In this issue:

Heading Page: Column

May meeting minutes 1:A
Intro to Archery Class 1:C

Indoor Shoots 2:A
Outdoor Shoot 2:A
In the Redwoods 2:B
Paul’s Story 3:A

1 (@ 3 46'
7 8 9 10 11 12

(4) 15 16 17 [18| 9] 20

21 22 23 24 |25| 26 27\
28 29 30 31 |1

(O Meeting [:13D
[ Indoor OOutdo ot
|Intro duction to Archeryl

May Meeting Minutes

(Henry Bertram)

The meeting was called to order at
exactly 7:35:22 PM

Officer’s reports:

President — Henry Bertram Meeting
minutes from the April meeting were
not available for review.

Constitution was updated based on
approval of changes from the April
meeting. The revised document is
available on the web site. The
required policies will be added before
the June meeting. Once again, we
had an awesome turnout of hard
working, skilled people at the work
party. The club’s official “Thank
you” goes out to the entire crew! The
lunch served was well received by all
who attended.

Ist VP and Keymaster — Mike Tracy
Range gate key problems are being
worked on. Preparations for course
setup for the “in the redwoods”
shoots start with shooting position
planning, numbering the animals and
ensuring stakes are available and
labeled.

Treasurers report — Susan Bertram
The club is solvent, come to the
meetings for details.
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Expenditures include materials for
the work parties.

Outdoor Range Captain — Christine
Berry

There was an excellent turnout at the
work party, need to review range to
see what’s next.

Master Chef - Brian Tracy

Need to fix the gas grill so the 3D in
the Redwoods event can
accommodate people straggling in
for lunch. Stickbow shoot is OK
because everyone finishes within a
reasonable period of time making
charcoal a good choice for fuel. Note
from after the meeting: our grill can
be fixed; we approved expenditure to
do so.

Old Business:

Next work party planning

Preparation for “in the redwoods”
shoots.

Phone tree for workers. Mike will
help out.

Sanitation: club decided not to rent a
second portable to augment ours.
Picnic Area, Animal maintenance &
weed whacking need to be done for
the shoots

Work party date is April 24™ starting
at 10AM.

Homes for remaining new super
bales still need to be decided. At least
two should be replaced in the indoor
range due to “hard spots” that are
probably arrow tips.

Suggested policy for key deposits
will be put on the web and sent to
those without email. We expect
comments before the next meeting
for a vote.

New Business:

Weekly 3Ds alternating with Mt.
Madonna, see flier or web site for
schedule. We will need workers to
help with targets during the Santa
Cruz shoots. Don’t miss these shoots;
they are fun and good practice for
judging distances and making a good
shot. We will need help setting up
and taking down animals for the
shoots at our range.

Welcome to our new members: Darth

Russell and family, Jason
Wichelmann and family, Jim
Marston, and Robert Perry.

Robert Perry is working on arranging
for an inmate fire crew to do
maintenance on the range trails. The
usual cost for the service is $200 per
day for a 16 man crew. They bring all
their own support equipment and
tools. The club agreed to do this
going forward as a yearly event.
Robert volunteered to cover the first
event as a donation. Arrangements
are in progress for April 18™ so the
range will be closed on that day.

The event calendar was reviewed:
Outdoor Shoot Sunday May 10 at
9:00 AM

Redwood Coast 3Ds starting at 9:30
AM

Mt Madonna (MMB) May 9, May
23, June 6 and June 20

Santa Cruz (SCA) May 16, June 13
and June 27

Indoor Friday May 16 at 7:45 PM
Work party May 24 starting at 10AM
Stump shoot Saturday the 30th is
cancelled due to the Stickbow shoot
Setup for the Stickbow shoot will
start on the 29" at 10 AM.

Stickbow in the Redwoods May 30
3D in the Redwoods May 31

The meeting was adjourned at
approximately 9 PM.

Introduction to Archery

(Henry Bertram)

Earlier this year the club agreed to
host Santa Cruz Parks & Recreation
(P&R) classes at the range in order to
fulfill one of our basic purposes, that
of perpetuating the sport of Archery.
Based on that vote, I submitted an
introduction class for the summer
P&R session. Unfortunately, that
paperwork was misplaced and we
missed the catalog publication date.
In the last meeting it was decided to
have the class anyway, not using
P&R resources. You should have
send the mass e-mail I sent out on
Monday announcing the class.
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The good news is that within 12
hours, we have 4 of the maximum 14
persons that have expressed strong
interest. In addition, Robert Perry has
volunteered to help out with the
teaching which is much appreciated.
If you know of anyone who would
like to attend, please point them at
our flier at:
ww.santacruzarchers.com/SummerSe
ssion.pdf

The web site has been updated to
refer to the class from the home page.

Indoor Shoots — (H Bertram)
5/1/2009 Style Score| X
BHFS/A/M | 270 | 12

[Neil Splain

John Molea BHFS/A/M | 248 | 12
Henry Bertram FS/A/M 282 |32
Mark Thomas BHFS/A/M | 286 | 19

Garren Covington*|BHFS/y/M | 220 | 7
Heather Shaffer* |BHFS/y/F 184 | 2
* New positions on the indoor board
and new personal bests.
Congratulations Garren and Heather!

5/15/2009 Style Score | X
Henry Bertram BHEFS/A/M | 209 | 2
Scott Covington  [FS/A/M 293 |28
Emily Covington [Trad-R/c/F 57 |1
Scott Randolph  [Trad-R/A/M | 90 | O
Chris Randolph  [Trad-R/y/M | 46 | 0
Jud Muse Trad-R/A/M | 111 | 0
Matt Randolph BB/p/M 10 | 0

Outdoor Shoot - (H. Bertram)

5/10/2009 Style Field [Hntr [Total

Denise Barr Trad-R |DNF |[DNF [DNF

Henry Bertram Trad-R [DNF |DNF [DNF

It was Mother’s day and Denise Barr
and Henry Bertram were the only
ones who ventured out. They shot the
first side but near the end, Henry was
having serious problems with his
back (or his score, we couldn’t tell
which) and could not complete the
shoot. The score for the first half
couldn’t be counted because there
were less than the required three
participants  for official scoring
purposes.

The stump shoot was replaced this
month by the Stickbows in shoot.
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In the Redwoods

(Henry Bertram)

The Stickbow and 3D in the
Redwoods shoots are history for
2009. There was a lot of work that
went into preparing the range for the
shoots, and a lot of people showed up
to work shoots. Jack Mills had the
practice range decked out with the
rolling targets, balloons and stuffed
animal targets, had a few primitive
bows to shoot and was helping some
folks make their own primitive
arrows. Hide glue anyone?

The Steel Deer was up to his regular
shenanigans, mocking archers when
they attempted the shot for double
score. The extended Tracy family
and Heather Shaffer were manning
the lunch and snack area and all was
well.

I want to personally thank all those of
you who helped out and, of course,
those from our club and our guests
who participated.

The shoot was a success by all
measures. We had several comments
about how well the range was
prepared.

The bulk of the comments, however,
were specifically about the course
set-up. Our participants found the
course both challenging and fun. This
was the work of Mike Tracy. I
believe Mike is among the best 3D
course architects anywhere and I am
both happy and proud to have him in
our club.

Jack Mills at the stickbow helping
people make primitive arrows: sticks,
feathers, sinew and hide glue, how
can you go wrong!

“Oooh that hurts. Darn., 1 guess
pounding my chest and throwing
bananas isn’t going to work with
these people. I should have taken a
cruise this weekend! ”

Sam Sterbenz looses his arrow.
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Paul’s Story

This story was sent to Henry by a
good friend, it is widely available on
the web but Henry thought it was
worth repeating here)

Around age 10 my Dad got me one
of those little compound bow
beginner kits. Of course, the first
month I went around our land
sticking arrows in anything that could
get stuck by an arrow. Did you know
that a 1955 40 horse Farmall tractor
will take six rounds before it goes
down?

That got boring, so being the 10 yr.
old Dukes of Hazard fan that I was, I
quickly advanced to taking strips of
cut-up T-shirt doused in chainsaw
gas tied around the end and was
sending flaming arrows all over the
place. Keep in mind this was
99.999% humidity swampland so
there really wasn't any fire danger.
I’ll put it this way: a set of post-hole
diggers and a 3 foot hole and you had
yourself a well.

One summer afternoon, 1 was
shooting flaming arrows into a large
rotten oak stump in our backyard. I
looked over under the carport and
saw a shiny brand-new can of
starting fluid (ether). The light bulb
went off. I grabbed the can and set it
on the stump. I thought that it would
probably just spray out in a
disappointing manner... lets face it to
a ten-year-old mouth breather like
myself ether really doesn't "sound"
flammable. So, I went back into the
house and got a 1 pound can of
Pyrodex (synthetic black powder for
muzzle loader rifles).

At this point, I set the can of ether on
the stump and opened up the can of
black powder. My intentions were to
sprinkle a little bit around the ether
can but it all sorta dumped out on me.
No biggie...A pound of Pyrodex
along with 16 ounces of ether should
make a loud pop, kinda like a
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firecracker you know? You know
what? I'm going back in the house for
the other can. Yes, I got a second can
of Pyrodex and dumped it too. Now
we're cookin'.

I stepped back about 15ft and lit the
2-stroke arrow. I drew the nock to
my cheek and took aim. As I released
I heard a clunk as the arrow launched
from my bow. In a slow motion time
frame, I turned to see my dad getting
out of the truck... OH HELL he just
got home from work. So help me
God it took 10 minutes for that arrow
to go from my bow to the can. My
dad was walking towards me in slow
motion with a look in his eyes. I
turned back towards my target just in
time to see the arrow pierce the
starting fluid can right at the bottom.
Right through the main pile of
pyrodex and into the can. Oh. Man!

When the shock wave hit it knocked
me off my feet. I don't know if it was
the actual compression wave that
threw me back or just reflex jerk
back from 235 decibels of sound. I
caught a half a millisecond glimpse
of the violence during the initial
explosion and I will tell you there
was dust, grass, and bugs all
hovering 1ft above the ground as far
as I could see. It was like a little low
to the ground layer of dust fog full of
grasshoppers, spiders, and a crawfish
or two.

The daylight turned purple. Let me
repeat thiss THE DAYLIGHT
TURNED PURPLE. There was a big
sweet gum tree out by the gate going
into the pasture. Notice I said "was.”
That tree just got up and ran off.

So here I am, on the ground blown
completely out of my shoes with my
thundercats T-shirt shredded, my dad
is on the other side of the carport
having what I can only assume is a
Vietnam flashback ECHO BRAVO
CHARLIE YOU'RE BRINGIN' EM
IN TOO CLOSE!! CEASE FIRE

off and is 30 feet behind him in the
driveway. All windows on the north
side of the house are blown out and
there is a slow rolling mushroom
cloud about 2000 feet over our
backyard.

There is a Honda 185s three-wheeler
parked on the other side of the yard
and the fenders are drooping down
and are now touching the tires.

I wish I knew what I said to my dad
at this moment. I don't know. I know
I said something. I couldn't hear. I
couldn't hear inside my own head. I
don't think he heard me either. Not
that it would really matter. I don't
remember much from this point on. I
said something, felt a sharp pain and
then woke up later. I felt a sharp
pain, blacked out, woke later. Repeat
this process for an hour or so and you
get the idea. I remember at one point
my mom had to give me CPR so Dad
could beat me some more. Bring him
back to life so Dad can kill him
again.... Thanks Mom.

One thing is for sure: I never had to
mow around that stump again.

Mom had been bleating about that
thing for years and Dad never did
anything about it. I stepped up to the
plate and handled business. Dad sold
his muzzle loaders a week or so later.
I still have some sort of bone growth
abnormality, either from the blast or
the beating. Or both.

I guess what I am trying to say is, get
your kids into archery. It’s good
discipline and will teach them skills
they can use later on in life.

Pyrodex® (Henry Bertram)

If you read Paul’s story, and got this
far, you may wish to know that
Pyrodex® is synthetic black powder.
It burns much cleaner than actual
black powder and is less corrosive,
very important if you are blowing the
heck out of stuff in your back yard!



