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NOTE:

July 11, 2009 at 9 AM is the next
work party. Please see the meeting
minutes for details.

President’s message

(Henry Bertram)

“What, a president’s message?” 1
hear you ask. “He has never done this
before.” You are correct I haven’t
previously graced these pages with a
“message” other than my ramblings
on various and bizarre topics. Don’t
expect a regular message either; it’s
just not likely to happen.

Here goes:

The last Redwood Coast 3D was
completed today, June 27, at Santa
Cruz. Today we hosted 27 shooters,
mostly adults with some youths and
peewees. The three shoots here had
average attendance of around 20
archers with both compound and
traditional archers taking part.

The courses for the three shoots were
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designed by Master Course Designer
Mike Tracy who also did a great deal
of work to make sure the shoots went
well and were appreciated by those
who took advantage of these
marvelous events.

The events were sixteen animal,
unmarked yardage shoots with one
arrow per animal. The course usually
loosely followed the outdoor course
backwards to prevent using the
course markers to identify the target
distances. In addition, the events
crossed between the two sides of our
outdoor range in interesting ways.

I shot the today’s course in meters to
be sure not to miss that unmistakable
international flare!

The club has done well with our fund
raising shoots this year enabling us to
buy new small animals that are sorely
needed due to extreme wear on our
old small animals.

The success of the Redwood Coast
3D shoots, the Stickbow and 3D in
the Redwoods shoots, and of the Bad
Boys of Branciforte shoot on October
18" are dependant on volunteers
doing the work. That, in turn, is what
raises money to buy materials and
targets, and that’s what makes the
club work.

Please plan on helping out in future
shoots. We are starting the Bad Boys
shoot preparation this month and
need help with seeking donations of
equipment for a raffle and with the
publicity. In addition, since Bad Boys
is essentially a Halloween shoot, we
need ideas to decorate the event and
“dress” the animals appropriately.
Start thinking about the decorations
and costumes and send us your ideas.
If you can help with publicity and
calling around for donations of
equipment, please call or email me.

May Meeting Minutes

(Henry Bertram)

The June 2009 meeting was called to
order at 7:32 PM.

Officer’s reports:

-President — Henry Bertram - The

club voted to accept the minutes from
the May meeting as published.

There was a magnificent turnout of
hard working people for the “in the
Redwoods” shoots: Thanks!

There were two themes for
complements from the participants,
one was received from two people
who commented on how good the
range looked; the other was repeated
many times over the weekend, people
were quite happy with the course
layout, they said it was both
challenging and fun. Our master 3D
course designer Mike Tracy has done
it again! Congratulations Mike.

-1st VP and Keymaster — Mike Tracy
— Thanks to all those who helped
with the “in the Redwoods” shoots,
great job. Remember next week at
Mt. Madonna for the Redwood Coast
3D and the following week here at
Santa Cruz, we will need help putting
targets out.

-2nd VP — CIiff Lindsey stated that
the 3D in the Redwoods was a good
shoot.

-Secretary — Steve Andrews (absent
due to injury)

-Treasurer — Susan Bertram stated
that the club is solvent and the books
are balanced and submitted the
treasurer’s report.

- Outdoor Range Captain — Christine
Berry stated that the condition of the
range is good, weeds are under
control. Still need to complete work
on target huts and replace some
bales, particularly on target 9 (target
9 comment was reinforced by
member agreement). Cal Fire will be
working on the range; the date has to
be decided. Robert Perry added that
the work crews are at the whim of the
wild fires that they work on, so
scheduling is difficult.

- Publicity Chair — Henry, once
again, begged for volunteers!

- Membership Chair — Scott Wilson
(absent)

- Newsletter Editor - Scott Covington
(absent)

- Web Master — Henry Bertram stated
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that the web site would be updated
this week to remove reference to the
“in the Redwoods” shoots.

- Master Chef - Brian Tracy (absent)
Our thanks to Mike Tracy who took
over for Brian and organized and
cooked for the “in the Redwoods”
shoots when Brian had to miss the
event due to an emergency.

- Indoor Range Captain and Gate
Monitor - Randy Redmond with Rick
Chase (not represented)

Old Business:

- Next work party planning:

Picnic Area, plan for new benches,
upgraded area. Henry suggested that
we make new benches from the
recycled plastic decking material that
is now available. Club members
commented that it might be a bit
“pricey.”  Christine Berry will
research the possibility of building
them this way or some other durable
method benches. Mike asked that the
work crews put in some retaining
walls where the access road is
sloughing into the creek. Mike also
commented that the bale support on
18 needed replacement and that he
will try to get out there to do the
work. Any other volunteers would be
appreciated.

The next work party will be the
second Saturday in July: July 11,
2009 at 9 AM

Homes for new super bales (some
replacement  required  indoors?)
Target 9 is begging for a super bale.
At least 2 in the indoor need to be
replaced (bottom left). We should
consider rebuilding the entire indoor
range and using the best of the indoor
used bales outside.

- Suggested policy for key deposits:
review comments. No one but Jack
Mills looked at it... necessitating
Henry to do more work to send it out
again.....

- Redwood Coast 3Ds - need workers
and participants

New Business:
- Membership cards are the object of
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desire from some of the club
members. Henry will try to find a
way to get it done.

- New member’s introduction and
voting: Donald Torchio and John
Thomas applied and were accepted
into our club. Welcome Donald and
John!

- Plan to upgrade animals for October
Shoot

Mike and CIiff agreed select new
targets to order. The team approved
up to $3,000 for the purchase of
replacements for the smaller animals.
The larger animals are easier to
repair and have held up better.

-If the content of the business cards is
OK, print a lot more: It was decided
to print another 500 cards and put a
hold on a larger printing. No changes
will be made at this time.

- Should we have a class to replace
summer Parks & Rec class that did
not materialize? The club agreed.
Henry made the flier, emails went
out, and between Henry and Denise
Barr, fliers were distributed. The
class will be 6 weeks on Thursdays
starting on June 18, cost is $40.
Robert Perry and Denise Hedges
volunteered to help out.

- Event Calendar:

Indoor Friday June 5 and June 19 at
7:45 PM

Redwood Coast 3D Saturday June 6
and June 20 at Mt. Madonna
Redwood Coast 3D Saturday June 13
and June 27 (replaces Stump Shoot)
at Santa Cruz

Outdoor Sunday June 14 at 9:00 AM
-The meeting was adjourned at 8:47
PM

Intro to Archery Class

(Henry Bertram)

The Introduction to Archery Summer
Session class on Thursday evenings
(7 to 8:30 PM) is underway. This is
the replacement for the Parks & Rec
class mentioned in the meeting
minutes that did not materialize. We
enrolled 14 archers, our maximum,
and have completed the first two
classes.

Robert Perry and Denise Barr are
helping with instruction.

There are seven children and seven
adults in the class. Only one of the
students has had any previous
archery experience.

Everyone seems to be having a good
time and they are learning.

Indoor Shoots — (Scott Covington)

6/5/2009 Style Score | X
Henry Bertram |Trad-R/A/M 183 | 5
Mark Thomas |BHFS/A/M 288 | 22
John Molea BHFS/A/M 225 1 4
John Thomas* |BHFS/A/M 295 | 34

6/19/2009 Style Score | X
Henry Bertram |FS/A/M 294 ] 38
Sam Muse FITA/y/M 137 5
Jud Muse Trad-R/A/M 116 1
Scott Covington [FS/A/M 298 | 34
John Thomas |BHFS/A/M 290 | 25
Roy Raymond* |Trad-R/A/M 244 5
Ken Lewis FS/A/M 290 | 22

It must be noted that John Thomas is
a new member and that this was his
first indoor club shoot. He managed
to place on the indoor board on his
first chance. Great job John!

It’s also good to see Ken Lewis back
shooting after a wrist injury sidelined
him through the winter.

* New positions on the indoor board
and new personal bests.

Congratulations John and Roy!

Outdoor Shoot - (Henry Bertram)

6/14/2009 Style |Field | Hntr | Ttl

Andy Sterbenz |Trad-R | 71 62 |133

Scott Covington |FS 247 | 242 | 489

Mark Woodhead |Trad-R | 149 | 157 ] 306

Phil Dundas Trad-R | 77 77 | 154

Andrew

_ ) ) *k
Woodhead Trad-R

**Unfortunately I didn’t get all the
scorecards from the outdoor shoot.
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Stump Shoot (Henry Bertram)

You guessed it, no stump shoot this
month due to the last Redwood Coast
3D shoot. Many stump shooters were
there, those animals are really big
compared to the stumps! In addition,
hitting a stump gives you one point,
hitting an animal gives 5, 8 or 10
points depending on where you hit it.

£

\

Lanky (left), Sam (middle) and Eric
(right) at the Redwood Coast 3D on
June 27, 2009. Sam and Eric were
apparently having more fun than
Lanky who just stood there.

Left to ight: Craig, Sam, Eric, Andy
and Karen readying to pull some
arrows from this poor critter.

:S'am and Eric were “early ” able to
hold back their excitement at bagging
this impressive hunk of bruin foam!

Not to worry, the stump shoot will be
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back on July 25" at 9 AM.

Upcoming Events (Henry Bertram)
There are a couple of events coming
up that I really like and I hope you
find time to attend. The Bug Shoot,
with 42 3D Bug targets is at Mt
Madonna Bowmen at the summit on
Hwy152 and the 1 Million B.C. shoot
with 63 3D Dinosaur targets is at San
Francisco Archers in Pacifica.

Bug Shoot: July 19, 2009

1 Million B.C.: August 1% and 2™
Also, you should plan on attending
the  CBH/SSA  State  Target
Championships “900 Round” which
is a good experience for target
archery with 3 distances shot at the
FITA style target. Adults shoot 60,
50 and 40 yards, Youths shoot 50, 40
and 30 yards and Cubs shoot 30, 20
and 10 yards. You need to register in
advance with the host club. You can
shoot the 900 round at Salinas
Bowmen (Salinas, Sept 13 or 14),
Black Mountain Bowmen (San Jose,
Sept. 7) or San Francisco Archers
(Pacifica, Sept. 19). If you will be
elsewhere in California during
September, look up your location on
the CBH/SSA web site.

About Classified Ads (ed.)

If anyone has any archery related
items for sale or trade, or services
that might be useful in the pursuit of
archery related activities, please
submit them to me and I will include
them in this section. Please note that
only archery related items or services
are to be submitted. Examples of
such would be:

Bows, arrows, parts or any other
archery tackle.

Hunting equipment or services such
as custom cutting or processing of
game provided by members of Santa
Cruz Archers

Hunting leases or guide services
provided by members of Santa Cruz
Archers.

Instruction, coaching, or other related
activities provided by members of
Santa Cruz Archers.

Items posted may be free or for
charge. However this is not an
advertising board for any other items
except those which are related to
archery and must be posted by a
member, with the member providing
said item or service.

Deadline to submit is the last
Monday of the month.

Redding Past (Henry Bertram)

No, this is not a story about the nasty
sun burn I had as a young adult. It is,
however, a tale of hardship,
determination and perseverance that
came back to mind during the July
3rd indoor shoot. That night marked
the return of Wayne Reader to the
indoor shoot for the first time in
several years and for the first time as
a young adult.

Wayne, his parents Ralph and Diana,
and I shot the National Marked 3D
Championships, also known as
“Redding,” together several times.
The year in question was a bit of a
trial and we remembered it during the
indoor shoot Friday as being funny.
In reality, well, judge for yourself, I
guess you had to be there.

The year before had been hot, not
Santa Cruz Mountains hot, this was
really hot. I recall putting one of
those large plastic food storage bags
full of ice on my neck and just
leaving it there. Normally that would
take its toll, but in this case, it felt
good, better than good, great! At
least until it began to boil.... OK,
perhaps I am exaggerating a bit, it
never actually boiled.

Redding is a huge shoot; people
come from all over the United States
to shoot the tournament. There are
lines waiting to shoot at the longer
distances. Sometimes the lines are
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quite long. You walk then stand
waiting to shoot, then shoot, then
score, then repeat, all day long. At
one target, there were actually some
seats made of 4 inch pipe with a flat
metal disk to sit on. They were
freshly painted a nice bright blue and
no one was sitting on them. Being the
type that likes to get off my feet from
time to time, I took the opportunity to
rest. That lasted about a quarter of a
second, the perfectly round burn on
my posterior remains to this day.
Dang was that hot, no wondered it
was an unpopular spot to rest.

The next year, on to the year in
question, Saturday had been overcast
and cool, perfect. No blazing heat. A
bit cool actually, great for marching
up and down the sides of hills to get
about a thousand 20 to 35 yard, down
and up shots on the score card.

We knew it was going to be a bit
more damp on Sunday so, after the
day’s shooting was done, we went to
a local Target™ store to buy rain
gear. I had good boots and a plastic
poncho with me so I bought a nice
pair of rain pants and was ready to
go. I had been carrying that poncho
around in its plastic pouch since the
invention of plastic it was time to
give it the rain test.

Sure enough, it rained Sunday. I am
talking about some serious weather.
It literally rained all day, with the
occasional  torrential  downpour.
Those of you that have been to the
Orient know of the monsoons, this
was as close as we come to
monsoons in California.

We walked to our target and were
waiting for the first shot of the
second day when Wayne came to me
and said “Look, I am all wet!” Here’s
a kid standing in front of me in a
serious torrent wearing blue jeans,
tennis shoes, a windbreaker and a
ball cap. As he started to unzip the
windbreaker, I said “Don’t unzip
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your jacket, you’ll get wet!” “I'm
already wet.” he responded as he
unzipped showing me a totally
soaked upper body. This was on the
first target of a 25 target day, in a
monsoon-like rainstorm. “This kid is
toast,” I heard myself mutter, “no
way he makes it all day.”

I suggested that he put his hood up
over or under his hat such that the
rain didn’t simply go directly down
his neck but I don’t think that trick
passed muster as being “cool.”

His first arrow was off-the-target-low
at about 20 yards, uncharacteristic for
him. He had forgotten to extend his
scope which was set back to protect it
from handling damage on the walk to
our target. No problem, a lot of the
competition probably went home
(“they are obviously too smart to be
out in THIS”). Most of the archers in
our group from day one simply
weren’t there.

On to the second target, a 70 yard
downhill affair, with the area behind
the shooting position up against one
of the camping areas full with motor
homes.

There was a line of archers waiting
that was caused by the long target
and had built up from Saturday. By
the time our group was up, others
from the short targets before this one
were behind us, a nice gallery of
knowledgeable onlookers. At least
one of those waiting was spotting for
us, using his binoculars to tell us
where the arrows were landing. A
spotter  gives an archer the
information he needs to adjust for
yardage and windage if his settings
are incorrect.

Redding is a marked yardage shoot
so, to save a bit of time, I had set my
scope while I waited. When it was
my turn to shoot I went through my
shot sequence and BANG. There was
very loud noise when I released and
all of a sudden, it was snowing. The

crowd gasped in unison. All this was
very strange. I was trying to figure
out what had happened when the
spotter said something like “it’s
about 7 yards in front of the target, in
the mud” indicating that I would not
be getting anything but style points
for my first shot. Looking more
closely at the snow, I found that it
was very large snow, very flat snow,
and oddly reminiscent of the material
from my poncho.

The poncho had interfered with my
string, sucking a lot of energy out of
the string and causing the arrow to
land short of the target. All that
precious energy went directly into
making the plastic snow that
exploded around me. Needless to say,
the huge hole in the poncho no longer
interfered with either the string or the
rain. I quickly became as wet as
Wayne, on one side. Throughout the
day, we heard people whispering
“there’s the guy bla bla bla...” I have
no idea what they were talking about.
Ralph insists they were talking about
me, but I don’t believe it. Ralph’s
bias comes from all the people
pointing at something that was
apparently right behind me while
whispering.

Later in the day, we came to the
target with the blue round metal seats
that just last year were blazing hot.
They were still empty; this time there
was a neat puddle on each one. Darn,
does anyone ever sit on those things?
Perhaps using a low surface tension
treatment over the blue paint would
help... Teflon™ comes to mind.

We were learning a lot. For example,
your sight numbers are off due to the
rain, how to keep water off our sights
(Freestyle shooters use magnification
and the lens gets wet) and how to get
the water off once it is on the lens.
Actually, if you simply choose a rain
dot on the lens, and aim with it, I
suppose you can compensate for
windage. If you don’t realize you are
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compensating it can be a problem. I
ended up simply touching the lens
with my fingertip before shooting.
That smoothed out the tiny drops of
water so I could see the aiming dot.

I had plastic food bags (no, I didn’t
dry out the one from last year) to
keep the score cards dry, but it
wasn’t much help. Some of the other
groups had umbrellas, good idea. Our
score cards barely made it through
the day, what a mess. I remember
trying to cram my upper body under
the target hut above the bale to be out
of the rain enough to do the scoring
in one of those “100 gallon per
square foot per second” downpours.
Of course, I carry a towel on my
utility belt to dry my hands s they
don’t slip on the bow grip. At this
point, I had to wring it out before
using it. Not much use for drying you
hands  before scoring. Maybe
Tyvek® score cards would help.
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It is amazing how hard it can be to
see a bright orange spot the size of a
dinner plate, on a 7 foot tall bear at
60 yards in driving rain. “Don’t
worry, the wind will probably make
aiming worthless anyway, better wait
for a break in the weather.” Better
yet, aim between the two bears and
hope for the best.

Late in the day, the rain let up
occasionally. When I say “let up” I
don’t mean it stopped, it simply
backed off to light rain. People were
frolicking in it. It turns out that
opening your jacket in such times
will aid in drying. At least for Wayne
and me it was much dryer in a light
rain than it was inside our rain gear.

I ended up third in the national
tournament. Wayne not only finished
without complaining (that I heard)
but won his division by a fairly large
margin.

I don’t remember much about the
tournament other than the rain. Oh,
there is one thing. I always carry a
long arm guard and a chest protector
if I am going to shoot in adverse
weather conditions. If I have to wear
a jacket, sweatshirt or other baggy
outer ware, it will be in the string’s
path when 1 shoot. The chest
protector and long arm guard will
keep the clothing from providing a
nasty surprise. Then again, it’s nice
to have some snow now and then.

Classified Ads

PSE MOIJO 3D NH RH 60-70#
26-30” Dual NRG cams

Also includes an Octane 11.5 in
dampener/stabilizer, a Bodoodle Pro-
Rest, and a Toxonics 5-pin sight.
Draw length changed with modules.
From Scott Covington $400
Available @ Ralston’s 831 345-6760



